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TAGS: AFIN, AFSP, SY 

SUBJECT: USDO DAMASCUS BANK ACCOUNTS 

REF: (A) DAMASCUS 6063, (B) RFC PARIS 25653, (C) RFC PARIS 26108 
(D) DAMASCUS 61 15 

1 . EMBOFF CALLED ON MINECON FOLLOWING CALL ON MINFIN TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT CENTRAL BANK RELUCTANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS 
TO INTEREST-BEARING TIME ACCOUNT AT CENTRAL BANK. MINECON 
SAID BLUNTLY THAT SYRIA REQUIRES ALL GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNTS TO BE HELD AT CENTRAL BANK. EXCEPTION PERMITTED 
ONLY IF THERE IS SPECIFIC AGREEMENT TO THE CONTRARY. 

MINECON WAS EMPHATIC ABOUT THIS IN OTHERWISE CORDIAL 
CONVERSATION. 

2. MINECON REGARDS THIS ACCOUNT AS EQUIVALENT TO REGULAR 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS BECAUSE, WE BELIEVE, ANY DISBURSEMENTS 
LIMITED TO SARG APPROVAL. 

3. WE WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE THIS MATTER. 

MURPHY 
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